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where he died.   With him fell for ever the power of the
elder line, the " Black " Douglas.

Struggling with the  Scottish nobility was like en-
countering the Hydra;  one head smitten off, straightway James m,
others reared themselves up in its place.    Humes and l460"88'
Hepburns were even more fatal to James III than the Black
Douglas had been to his father.   James III advanced to
high office men who were not members of the nobility. The
turbulent nobles could not endure their exaltation, and
they were hanged from the Bridge of Lauder by Archibald
Bell-the-Cat, Earl of Angus.   Six years later the Humes
and Hepburns raised an army, captured the king's son
at Stirling, and made him march with them against his
father.   They met the king at Sauchieburn.   James III,
fleeing from the field, was thrown from his horse, and
carried, stunned and bleeding, into a mill at Bannock- Battle of
burn.   Feebly he asked for a priest.  A man calling him- bSrn, HSS.
self a priest was brought in;   bending over the king on
pretence of hearing his confession, he stabbed him to
the heart.

With James IV domestic disorder for a time died down.
The king was strong, kept good order, and enforced the James iv,
law. Yet it was his ill fate to plunge afresh into war with
England, and bring on his country the greatest defeat in
her history.

Henry VIII had joined a league against France, and
Louis XII, the French king, appealed to Scotland as the
ancient ally of France.    James determined upon war.
He gathered the finest army Scotland had ever mustered
and  invaded  England.      Surrey  encountered  him  at
Branxton Hill near Flodden, not far from the junction Rodden,
of the Tweed and the Till.  The fate of the battle was at m3'
first doubtful.    The Highlanders on the Scottish right
were swept away by the English archers, but, on the
other wing, Hume with the Borderers rudely shook the